
Engaging Students in an ESL 

Classroom using Total 

Participation Techniques  

& 

7 Steps to a Language-Rich 

Interactive Classroom 



Total Participation Techniques 

TPTs are engagement strategies that allow for 
all students to demonstrate, at the same time, 
active participation and cognitive engagement 

in the topic being studied. 



Clock Appointments  
and 

 Appointment Agendas 
 



PCQ Charts 



One Word Summaries 

http://www.wordle.net/ 
 

https://tagul.com/ 
 

http://www.wordle.net/
https://tagul.com/


7 Steps to a Language-Rich 
Interactive Classroom 

“According to a study conducted by the BBC, the 
ability to read well is the single best indicator of 

future economic success, regardless of family 
background (Schmoker, 2006). When Students 
become literate and articulate, they will enjoy 

learning, and they will succeed.” 



Step 1: Teach students what to say 
when they don’t know what to say. 

Banish “I don’t know”  

and replace it with: 

 

“May I ask a friend for help?” 

“May I please have some time to 

think?” 

“Would you please repeat the 

question?” 

“May I please have some more 

information?” 

“May I tell you what I do know?” 

 

 



Step 2: Have students speak in 
complete sentences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching Kids How to Speak in Complete Sentences 

By Steve Reifman 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KqbUvdFl70U 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KqbUvdFl70U


Step 3: Randomize and rotate when 
calling on students. 



Step 4: Use total response signals to 
check for understanding. 

This teacher uses silent signals to encourage student participation: 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-silent-signals# 

 
Total Response Signals can be a wide range of tools: 

• Written (paper, white boards, answer cards) 

• Ready Response –when done (head down, stand, put pencil down) 

• Making Choices (thumbs up/down, green/red card, 4 corners) 

• Ranking (clapping, rank with fingers, line up accordingly) 

 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-silent-signals
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-silent-signals
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-silent-signals
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-silent-signals
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-silent-signals
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-silent-signals


Step 5: Use visuals and vocabulary 
strategies that support your 

objectives. 

Marzano’s Six-Step Process 
• Description – teacher uses pictures, examples, 

and descriptions of the vocabulary being 
introduced. 

• Restate – student uses pictures, examples, and 
descriptions of the vocabulary being 
introduced.  

• Drawing – student uses authentic means to 
visually represent the vocabulary. 

• Activities – list related words, translate, discuss 
cognates, etc. 

• Discussion – monitored small group 
discussions of introduced vocabulary. 

• Games – students play Pictionary, Charades, 
Scrabble, etc. to actively reinforce the new 
vocabulary. 
 



Step 6: Have students participate in 
structured conversations. 



Step 7: Have students participate in 
structured reading and writing 

activities.  
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