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Total Participation Techniques are tools for teaching that provide every
student the opportunity to, at the same time, actively participate and engage
in the learning process.

A total-participation mind-set ensures active participation and engagement
by all students, as well as providing the teacher with effective ongoing
formative assessments.

Sample Total Participation options:

Clock Appointments
Provide students with a clock and have them fill it with 4
appointments, each with a different student, one appointment for
each hour designated. Students meet with each of their appointments
and answer a different question, or conduct a discussion from a
different angle on a topic with each partner.

PCQ Charts
Students can use post-its to complete a
Positives/Challenges/Questions chart. This is a useful post-
discussion chart to complete regarding the class discussion.

One Word Summaries
Students can brainstorm a list of words, called “magnet words” or
“key words” in a group and have discussions while they defend why
they think their word is the most significant.



1. Teach Students What to Say - students are taught that the expectation is that they
will respond to a question from the teacher, and if they are unsure how to answer,
they may not say “I don’t know.” The student must choose from one of the

below options.

“May I ask a friend for help?”
“May I please have some time to think?”

“Would you please repeat the question?”
“May I please have some more information?”
“May I tell you what I do know?”

2. Have students speak in complete sentences — to assist ELLs and language
development in young learners, the teacher encourages students to respond to
questions, or participate in discussions using complete sentences.

Example:
Teacher — “The title of this book is The Carrot Seed. Let’s look at the illustration on
the cover. What do you see? “
Student Sally raises her hand.
Sally — “A boy, Umm, and seed.”
Teacher — “Thank you Sally. Will you please

*For upper grade levels a polite reminder to use a complete sentence may
be all that is necessary. For lower grade levels, and some English language learners,
the teacher’s verbal prompting is more successful. For example, the teacher may say
“I see...” and provide the student with a stem.

An excellent example of strategies to teach your students to help them make
complete sentences:
Teaching Kids How to Speak in Complete Sentences
By Steve Reifman
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KgbUvdFI70U



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KqbUvdFl70U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KqbUvdFl70U

3. Randomize and Rotate — Ensure that every student has an opportunity to be
called on to speak/answer, whether they volunteer or not.
*Randomize: a) ask the question
b) pause
c) choose student using random selection to respond
* popsicle sticks with student names/number
* index cards with student names
» Class Dojo randomizer
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*Rotate: Kagan’s Numbered Heads Together
a) create groups of 4 students
b) assign students a number 1-4 (or any set of 4 numbers)
c) call a number to stand and report the group s answer

4., Total Response Signals — The entire class responds simultaneously to
questions with physical signals such as thumbs up/down, green card/red card,
four corners, heads down when ready, written responses on white boards, paper
etc.

This teacher uses silent signals to encourage student participation:
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-silent-signals#
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5. Visuals and Vocabulary Strategies — Teacher provides students with a wide
variety of visuals to support understanding of content.
*Photos
*Maps
*Drawings
*Movie clips
«Concrete objects
*Anchor charts
Develop vocabulary by using scanning, techniques, Marzano’s Six Step
Process, and sentence stems.
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6. Structured Conversations — Teacher provides students with specific
expectations for discussion structure.

*QSSSA
v'Question
v'Signal (stand, raise a hand, sit down, thinker’s chin)
v'Stem (sentence stems) QSSSA (Question, Signal, Stem, Share, Assess)

v'Share (numbered heads together, etc.)
v'Assess (randomize, rotate)



7. Structured Reading and Writing- Teacher plans for purposeful reading and
writing activities.

» Somebody-Wanted-But-So-Then
eSummarization Frame

(ex. Topic-Restriction-1llustration)
*SQP2RS

(survey, question, read, respond, summarize)
*Cornell Notes [Summa”zé’
-ldea Bookmarks
*Insert Method
*‘RAFT

(role, audience, format, topic)
Dialogue Journal
L etters/Editorials
*Read, Write, Pair, Share
*Draw and Write
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